
Governor’s Home Town Award 

Montgomery, Illinois 
Historic Preservation Commission 



Need 

• No historical society 
• History being lost, thrown out daily 
• HPC formed in 2005 
• Discussed mission and goals 
• Then something happened that made our 

mission clear 



Plans for New Village Hall 

• 7 older historic homes to be torn down 
• Architect identified one home built in 1840 

as particularly worthy of being saved 
• HPC advocated to the Village Board “Save 

the House” 
• Board agreed to save house in its original 

location, but no funding 



 



    

Settler’s Cottage 

Location in front of new Village Hall 
provides tremendous exposure 

 



Our Goals 

• Wanted to restore 1840s home, to be 
renamed “Settler’s Cottage” 

• Wanted to create a historical museum 
• Planned to collect and catalog artifacts 
• Goal was to create displays/educate 
• Wanted to reach out to the community to 

spark interest in Montgomery’s history 
• Must accomplish with no Village funding 



$10,000 
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$30,000 

$40,000 

$50,000 

$60,000 
Riverboat Funds for $30,000 
Wal-Mart Grants for $7,000 
National Trust Grant for $1,500 
Caterpillar Grant for $500 
Landmarks Illinois for $3,500 
DCEO ($60,000) for $23,472 
 Grand Total:  $65,972 
 

Grants for Exterior Work 
$70,000 



Fundraising 

• Car Shows 
• Brick pavers 
• Community Garage Sales 
• Donations 
Grand Total:  $10,000 
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Settler’s Cottage Restoration – October 2007 
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Demolition and 
Investigation 
Phase 



 







 

Soffit/Fascia 



Rear of house 





 



 





Reconstruction/Restoration 
Phase 

 



















 



 



 



Interior Restoration - 2010 

• DCEO Grant    $36,528 
• Landmarks Illinois       3,500 
• Annual Fundraising  12,000 

 
Total Funds    $52,028 
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Interior Restoration Process 

• Remove all modern interior finishes 
• Examine/investigate for clues to original 

construction 
• Rewire electric 
• Install insulation 
• Install wallboard, wainscot and cap trim 
• Install finish trim, lights and paint 



 















Video 



• Photo of insulation 









• Wainscot and top trim 



 









 





Settler’s Cottage Museum 
• Grand Opening August 2010 



 



 



 



 











 



 









 



 



8’x9’ Master Bedroom 
 
Pre-Civil War items 
 
 









 



Comments from Visitors 

• Great job! Wonderful! Amazing! 
• Thanks for restoring a beautiful piece of 

history! 
• Brings back a lot of great memories. 
• A wonderful tribute to the history of 

Montgomery.  Thanks to all who had a part 
in preserving it for everyone. 



Volunteers 

• Seven members on Historic Preservation 
Commission 

• Community Service worker scanned 
photos and painted Cottage--90 hours 

• Four High School volunteers earned 
service hours cataloging items and writing 
Cemetery Walk scripts—95 hours 

• Other volunteers for specific events 



2010 Community Outreach 





 



Collecting and Cataloguing 
Historic Items and Photos  



Collecting and Cataloguing 
Historic Items and Photos  



Preserving Oral Histories 



Annual Cemetery Walk 



 







2010 Fund Raising 

• Annual Car Show   $3,324.58 
• 26 Engraved Brick Pavers $2,280.00 
• Community Garage Sales $1,368.00 
• Donations    $     66.00 
• Grand total 2010   $7,038.58 



2010 Volunteer Hours 

• More than 150 hours by HPC members 
• 185 volunteer hours spent cataloging 

historic items and photos 
• More than 300 volunteer hours for Car 

Show and 35 volunteers 
• 50 volunteer hours for Cemetery Walk by 

15 volunteers 
• At least 100 hours by other volunteers 

 
 
 



Summary of Accomplishments 

• Saved historic 1840 home from demolition 
• Raised funds and restored/reconstructed 

building 
• Created historical museum and displays 
• Preserved historic items and oral histories 
• Inspired appreciation for Montgomery’s 

history through ongoing community 
outreach activities 
 



Conclusion 

• Historic Preservation is not just preserving 
buildings—it’s preserving history 

• Volunteer hours – approximately 785 in 
2010 including HPC members 

• Well attended events which shows wide 
community support 

• Community pride 
• Ongoing work to preserve and promote 

Montgomery’s history 



Questions? 
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